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Foreword

TO

Corsican and Irish Landscapes.

In this exhibition of landscapes from two islands,

of which one has a hold on the very heart of the

artist and the other has appealed irresistibly to her

artistic perceptions, will be found not alone complete

fidelity to the natural features of the land, but also

the expression of the inner character of things which

demands interpretation, and is, so to speak, personal

to the interpreter. The first thing suggested by this

collection is that Corsica is not a subject for every

painter. After a short visit in the far-off days of

boyhood, on revisiting it again this year that vague

thought had become an absolute conviction.

No ! Corsican landscape is not everybody's

subject. It is dangerous by the apparent facility of

its Alpine type which, like certain types of very fine

faces, lends itself to commonplace, as if it were a

mask rather than the envelope of the soul. Nothing
could be made more banal by the exercise of mere

skill or even by a vision not frankly and delicately

personal than snow-crags, tormented rock-faces,

fantastic pinnacles bordered by a blue sea. The
truth of Corsican landscape is a matter of deeper
vision

;
its features do not impose themselves by

mere grandeur of desolation or exceptionality of

form—things easy to capture on the canvas. Yet

all those things are there ! But in this series of

pictures something more has been captured, some-

thing extremely subtle, composed of amenity and
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ruggedness which may be felt obscurely by any one,

but which this artist, so faithful in her technique,

has rendered with imaginative and touching insight.

These pictures, so full of light and truth, contain all

the wildness and all the transparent suavity, suavita

de aiere, which give its unique charm to the Corsican

landscape.

So much for Corsica. As to the other, her

native island, there must be added to her individual

and appreciative vision of beauty, as found in the

world at large, the deeper sense of pathos born of

love, something on which the emotions of a non-

native are not perhaps capable of pronouncing a

worthy appreciation. An artist who had perceived

the inner truth of a foreign landscape by the power
of imaginative sympathy could not fail to render still

more finely the spirit of her native land shining

upon its outward face
; to respond more intimately

still to the tie of old association, an association going

back into the soil, an association that, like all

manifestations of inherited personality, is really

unanalysable in its profounder appeal.

J. C.
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